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H A W A I I

Logansport Children’s Choir

Oahu/Maui
July 9-19, 2013

DAY 1 – Tuesday, July 9, 2013

                              

         ALOHA AND WELCOME TO HAWAII
Flight TBA
Arrival & Hawaiian Lei Greetings

Passengers arriving to the Honolulu International Airport experience a traditional lei flower greeting and a warm Aloha welcome from our friendly guides. This unique ceremony demonstrates the aloha spirit found in the Hawaiian Islands and sets the mood for the whole itinerary.

TRANSFER
Coach Transfer to Waikiki Hotel



Sheraton Waikiki – a beachfront property
Key packets will be ready upon arrival and porters will deliver your luggage to the rooms.  Rooming is based on Double-Double bedding.  Upon check-in, your group will meet with our local Tour Director.  This will be an informative briefing to go over hotel rules, local area restaurants, shopping and safety.
FREE TIME – Take a leisurely walk along Kalalaua Avenue to view a legendary Waikiki Beach sunset.

6:00 PM
DINNER at Jimmy Buffet’s Restaurant – Build your own Cheeseburger in Paradise.

8:00 PM
Return to hotel

DAY 2 – Wednesday, July 10, 2013

                       EAST OAHU TOUR & HAWAII CHORAL EXCHANGE
7:30 AM
Breakfast at Sheraton Waikiki

9:00 AM
Depart for an East Oahu Circle Tour of the east end of Oahu

Scenic Stops:
Hanauma Bay – A photo stop at this most popular snorkeling beach in Hawaii offers unbelievable views of the Nature Preserve dedicated to safeguarding the fragile marine life in the bay.  Hanauma Bay is the first Marine Life Conservation District in the state.


Halona Blow Hole


Sandy Beach


Makapu-u Lighthouse Lookout


Pali Lookout – The Nuuanu Pali overlooking the 985 foot cliffs of the Koolau Mountain Range is one of the best views on Oahu.  It was here in 1795 that King Kamehameha and his warriors defeated the Oahu armies by sending them over these steep, forested cliffs and claiming his victory and uniting the Hawaiian Islands.  From this vantage point you can see Kanehoe Bay, Chinaman’s Hat, and spectacular views of the windward coast.


Downtown Historic District Tour – Drive through historic China Town.  Photo stop at the Iolani Palace, King Kamehameha statue and historic Mission Houses.
LUNCH
Return to hotel – Lunch on your own in Waikiki

2:30 PM
Transfer to University of Hawaii – Manoa Campus

3:00 PM
Afternoon rehearsal with local Hawaii Choral Director.  Time, place, and Pacific Island music selections to be announced.  UH-Manoa, choral rehearsal room.

6:30 PM
Sunset Catered Dinner at Kapiolani Park.  This will be the official Welcome to Hawaii and an introduction to the Samoan Sasa.  Singers will learn an authentic Samoan dance with Chief Pula.  This is a traditional slap dance familiar throughout the Polynesians.


Return to hotel

DAY 3 – Thursday, July 11, 2013        VISIT TO CHIEF SIELU ALII BOTANICAL GARDEN & CHORAL EXCHANGE
7:30 AM
Breakfast at Sheraton Waikiki
9:00 AM
Depart for Windward Oahu Tour
Scenic Stops
Stop at the Mac Nut Farm
10:30 AM
Chief Sielu Alii Botanical Garden Tour


Meet Samoan Chief Sielu who will present Island exploration workshops that include samples of tasty foods from the Imu or underground oven.

Performance
Perform the traditional Samoan Sasa for the chief.  This ritual exchange will be a highlight of the tour.  In response, the chief and his villagers will offer a cultural presentation.

LUNCH
Barbeque Lunch at Kualoa Ranch

2:30 PM
Return to hotel

4:30 PM
Bus transfer to UH-Manoa choral rehearsal room

5:00 PM
Rehearsal with Hawaii Youth Opera Chorus ensemble, Nola Nahulu, Artistic Director.  This is an opportunity for a choral exchange with Hawaii’s premiere youth ensemble.

7:00 PM
Catered Dinner with HYOC singers immediately following the rehearsal.

8:30 PM
Return to hotel

DAY 4 – Friday, July 12, 2013                       DOLE PINEAPPLE PLANTATION & POLYNESIAN CULTURAL CENTER
8:00 AM
Breakfast at Sheraton Waikiki
10:30 AM
Depart for Dole Plantation and visit to Dole Maze

NOON
Lunch at Helemano Plantation

2:00 PM
Polynesian Cultural Center


At the Polynesian Cultural Center we meet, learn about and interact with the people of Hawaii, Samoa, Maori New Zealand (Aotearoa), Fiji, Tahiti, the Marquesas and Tonga.


There is an opportunity to watch and photograph Hawaii’s only canoe pageant, visit several island villages and enjoy a delicious dinner feast.  The highlight of the day will be the world-famous evening show: Ha: Breath of Life.

2:30 PM
Pageant of the Long Canoes located on the village lagoons

3:00 PM
Guided tour of the Polynesian Villages

4:30 PM
Optional Performance Concert at Polynesian Cultural Center, Gateway

5:30 PM
Dinner at the Island Feast Dinner Venue

7:30 PM
Polynesian Cultural Center Show

9:00 PM
Depart for hotel

10:30 PM
Return to hotel

DAY 5 – Saturday, July 13, 2013                                      ALOHA SWAP MEET & PERFORMANCE AT CENTER STAGE
8:00 AM
Breakfast at Sheraton Waikiki

9:00 AM
Depart for the Aloha Swap Meet.  This favorite stop offers endless rows of over 700 local merchants offering the best value on imported merchandise, handmade items, eclectic art pieces, popular local snacks and other “made in Hawaii” products. This is a one stop destination to find that special gift or souvenir for everyone on your list.

1:00 PM
Return to hotel

LUNCH
Lunch on your own in Waikiki

4:00 PM
Depart for Concert Performance

5:00 PM
Performance at Center Stage, Ala Moana Shopping Center.  This is a worthy and popular concert venue and there promises to be a very large audience in attendance.

DINNER
Dinner at Bubba Gump’s Restaurant located in the Ala Moana Center.

8:00 PM
Return to hotel

DAY 6 – Sunday, July 14, 2013                                                                                                                               CONCERT DAY
6:30 AM
Breakfast at Sheraton Waikiki
8:00 AM
Rehearsal at Kawaiaha’o Church

9:00 AM
Performance at the Historic Kawaiaha’o Church.  In 1842 over 5,000 worshippers led by the Hawaiian King Kamehameha III gathered to dedicate this “Great Stone Church”.  It became known as the “Westminster Abbey of the Pacific” and during the days of the monarchy, it was called “The Church of the Ali’i”.  Today, it is often referred to as the “State Church of Hawai’i”.  It is the oldest church on Oahu.

Performance at this venue may include one to three sacred pieces in the context of the service and/or be followed by a mini-concert immediately following the service.
LUNCH
Return to hotel.  Lunch on your own in Waikiki.


FREE TIME for beach and rest

4:30 PM
Rehearsal at Cathedral Concert venue

5:30 PM
Concert Performance at St. Andrew’s Cathedral.  This historic Episcopal Cathedral was founded by King Kamehameha IV and his consort Queen Emma.  This king is credited with translating the Anglican prayer book into the Hawaiian language.  Queen Emma was the founder of the adjacent St. Andrew’s Priory School for Girls and the Queen’s Hospital.
7:00 PM
DINNER at Hard Rock Café

9:00 PM
Return to hotel

DAY 7 – Monday, July 15, 2013                  PERFORMANCE AT ARIZONA MEMORIAL & ALII KAI DINNER CRUISE
6:30 AM
Breakfast at Sheraton Waikiki
7:30 AM
Depart for Pearl Harbor Memorial Tour
8:30 AM
Pearl Harbor and USS Arizona Memorial.  A visit to the USS Arizona Memorial is a solemn and sobering experience even for those who were not alive when the attack occurred.  A visit to Pearl Harbor will be an experience never forgotten.  Watch a 30-minute documentary with actual footage filmed on that fateful Sunday morning of December 7, 1941.  Take a Navy launch to the USS Arizona Memorial where many fallen soldiers are still entombed.
Performance
A tribute concert performance at the USS Arizona Visitor Center.   A group photo will be taken and an impressive flag presentation ceremony to the choir will commence immediately following the performance.

LUNCH
Immediately following the performance, a catered lunch will be served on the National Park grounds.


Return to hotel


FREE TIME

4:30 PM
Bus transfer for the Dinner Cruise

DINNER
Alli Kai Sunset Dinner Cruise – aboard the world’s largest catamaran.  This smooth sailing vessel heads off shore to view a spectacular Hawaiian sunset and to watch the lights and views of Waikiki.

8:00 PM
Return to hotel and pack for tomorrow’s departure to Maui.

DAY 8 – Tuesday, July 16, 2013                            OAHU DEPARTURE DAY – FLIGHT TO MAUI – IAO VALLEY TOUR
8:00 AM
Breakfast at Sheraton Waikiki
11:00 AM
Pack and check out of hotel.  Your luggage will be stored until your departure flight time.
Departure
Flights & times TBA

Scenic Stop
The stunningly beautiful Iao Valley features the Iao Needle, a natural rock pinnacle rising 2,250 feet out of the valley floor.  Located in a tranquil, lush paradise of exotic plants and natural pools and waterfalls, we journey into the valley where a famous Hawaiian battle occurred in 1790.  The green stone pillar was used as a natural altar in ancient times.  The top of the Iao Needle is sometimes hidden behind mist or clouds, but that often only adds to the drama of this extraordinary natural wonder.
3:30 PM
Hotel check-in


Royal Lahaina Resort – a beachfront property
Key packets will be ready upon arrival and porters will deliver your luggage to the rooms.  Rooming is based on Double-Double bedding.  Upon check-in, your group will meet with our local Tour Director.  This will be an informative briefing to go over hotel rules, local area restaurants, shopping and safety.

FREE TIME

6:00 PM
Dinner at your hotel restaurant

DAY 9 – Wednesday, July 17, 2013                                  HALEAKALA NATIONAL PARK & UPCOUNTRY MAUI TOUR
7:00 AM
Breakfast at Royal Lahaina Resort

8:00 AM
Depart for the Haleakala National Park

This special place at the top of an extinct Hawaii volcano vibrates with stories of ancient and modern Hawaiian culture.  The park cares for endangered species of birds, animals and plants, some of which exist nowhere else except amid this stark volcanic landscape and sub-tropical rain forest with an unforgettable view of Upcountry Maui.


No other place visited can prepare you for the experiences and feelings you will have on the summit of Haleakala volcano. The landscape is deeply sculptured and richly colored.


Nestled under the ledge of Haleakala is Ali’i Gardens Maui, home of the Royal Lavender Plantation of Kula.  Enjoy the breathtaking panoramic views of Maui and experience through sight, scent and flavor some of the unique offerings of this lavender farm.


A stop at the Sunrise Protea Farm offers a look at the world’s most unusual flowers.  They are native to South Africa but have been found to grow especially well in the Kula area of Upcountry Maui.

12:30 PM
Lunch at Kula Lodge – Enjoy Upcountry’s finest views from this popular restaurant

4:30 PM
Return to hotel

DINNER
Dinner on your own at the Lahaina Market Place.  This delightful shopping area and mall located next to your  hotel has many excellent food choices.

Evening
FREE TIME

DAY 10 – Thursday, July 18, 2013                                                                                  LAHAINA TOWN & PERFORMANCE
8:00 AM
Breakfast at Royal Lahaina Resort
9:00 AM
Transfer by bus to Lahaina Town

Historic Lahaina was once the capital of the Hawaiian Kingdom in the early nineteenth century and was a whaling village during the boom of the mid-1800s.  Up to 1,500 sailors from as many as 400 ships took leave in Lahaina including Herman Melville, who immortalized the era in his classic novel Moby Dick.


Lahaina is on the National Register of Historic Places.  One can still get a feel for old Lahaina with a stroll down lively Front Street and visits to historic stops such as the U.S. Seaman’s Hospital, Hale Paaho (Lahaina Prison), the Pioneer Inn, and other sites on the Lahaina Historic Trail.


Today Lahaina is transformed into a Maui hot spot with dozens of art galleries and a variety of unique shops and restaurants.

LUNCH
Lunch on your own in Lahaina

Suggestion: Stop in at the Pioneer Inn Hotel.  Built in 1901, the Pioneer Inn is the oldest hotel in Hawaii and captures the ambiance of old whaling days and the plantation era, with architecture that evokes the tranquil lifestyle of turn-of-the-century Lahaina.

Check out the 110 year old Banyan tree in the park near the Pioneer Inn Hotel and the wharf’s bits of history that have been carefully preserved since the 1700s when King Kamehameha made it his home.

2:00 PM
Return to hotel

TBA
Performance Concert – Venue to be announced

5:30 PM
Aloha Farewell Luau Dinner at Royal Lahaina Resort Luau


Say farewell to Hawaii and new friends at this beach Luau on the grounds of the Royal Lahaina Resort that includes a great show with a flare for fire knife dancers and an outstanding blend of Hawaiian tradition and Polynesian culture.  There will be lots of delicious foods to taste including those cooked in the Imu, or underground oven.

DAY 11 – Friday, July 19, 2013                                                                                                                          DEPARTURE DAY
8:00 AM
Breakfast at Royal Lahaina Resort
TBA
Hotel check-out and departure for Kahalui International Airport

Oahu/Maui Tour Inclusions
Round trip airfare from Indianapolis to Honolulu

(10) Ten night accommodations

Airport transfers with baggage

Authentic Lei Greeting

(10) Ten breakfasts

(4) Four lunches

(7) Seven dinners

(1) Hawaiian Luau Dinner

(1) Catamaran Dinner Cruise

East Oahu Circle Tour & Honolulu City Tour

Chief Sielu Alli Garden Tour

Polynesian Cultural Center & Island Feast Dinner

Pearl Harbor Tour & USS Arizona Tribute Performance

Aloha Swap Meet

Maui Interisland Airfare

Tour of Iao Valley
Haleakala National Park Tour & Alli Gardens Lavender Plantation

Historical Lahaina Town

Concert Performance on Maui

Six Performance Venue Opportunities

Choral Exchange with Hawaii Youth Opera Chorus (HYOC)

Clinic with Hawaiian Music Specialist

Full time GTS Tour Director

NOT INCLUDED

Airline baggage fees

Meals not designated in this itinerary

Items of a personal nature

Travel Insurance

Gratuities for Tour Coordinator and Motorcoach Drivers
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